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Philosophy of Nonviolence

If we arrested every day, if we are exploited every day, if we are trampled 
over every day, don't ever let anyone pull you so low as to hate them. We 

must use the weapon of love. We must have the compassion and 
understanding for those who hate us. We must realize so many people are 
taught to hate us that they are not totally responsible for their hate. But we 

stand in life at midnight, we are always on the threshold of a new dawn. 
--Martin Luther King, Jr. 24th February, 1956

World peace through nonviolent means is neither absurd nor unattainable. All 
other methods have failed. Thus we must begin anew. Nonviolence is a good 

starting point. Those of us who believe in this method can be voices of 
reason, sanity, and understanding amid the voices of violence, hatred, and 
emotion. We can very well set a mood of peace out of which a system of 

peace can be built.
-- Martin Luther King, Jr. December 1964

I cannot make myself believe that God wanted me to hate. I'm tired of 
violence, I've seen too much of it. I've seen such hate on the faces of too 

many sheriffs in the South. And I'm not going to let my oppressor dictate to 
me what method I must use. Our oppressors have used violence. Our 

oppressors have used hatred. Our oppressors have used rifles and guns. I'm 
not going to stoop down to their level. We have a power that can't be found 

in Molotov cocktails. 
-- Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In the event of a violent revolution, we would be sorely outnumbered. And 
when it was all over, the Negro would face the same unchanged conditions, 

the same squalor and deprivation--the only difference being that his 
bitterness would be even more intense, his disenchantment even more 

abject. Thus, in purely practical as well as moral terms, the American Negro 
has no rational alternative to nonviolence.

-- Martin Luther King, Jr. 1964

The method of nonviolence seeks not to humiliate and not to defeat 
the oppressor, but it seeks to win his friendship and his 

understanding. And thereby and therefore the aftermath of this 
method is reconciliation. 

--Martin Luther King, Jr., 1956


