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DAT®:  Fehruery 10, 1956 Interviewsrs JAnns Bolden
TIHE: 12380 Boon Bespondents  Clyde C, Bellors
FLACE: 1253 8. FPerry
O0CUF:  Folice Cexlesionor, ontgomary Clty

Commisaicn

Goparal Statemmpti  Jommissionss Sallers i3 m mwon of sbout 50, & metive of
Tellapoosa Oounty, Alebams. Didn't inquira into his backprovd, but hed learned
earlier from othor scuroos that ho attended suturn gbout two yourd, his father woa
doupty eheriff (of Tallapoosa Geunty) for a while, Tk was ‘Ao mesn to vhites snd
Hegroas thora that the voters refused to rgalect bis Father until be signed a stote=
mut saying b wouid nob pub Clyde baok of o deptity; reprosontad Uembgomery County
in the state legislmture; worked hirz woy pp Im tho wtats police but wes kdeksd out
hocauss of his conduoty runRa & tormite compeny on tha elde. Sellere wos elegtad.

tn the Comdgsion lsst apring; defeated Dave Bireingbam. e gada tha statemsnt during
that rece thet he ®would not brede hiz Soutbern birthright for angy muober of Hegro
yotoat=—a statemnt that ha now repsats on all ccassniond whon he gets before a large
gudienos, Made a dracetio eniry into the Citirans Cotnail in Jammry of this yuar,
spokn at the WCC vally when Ecetland appeared February 10th.

Gellors ip wall-grocmsd and well=dressed, weara expennive-locking,
conpervative suito,. Scmowhere oleng the line he hae moquired an outward polioh that
I &4 rot expeot, comeldering what I hed hoerd of his backpround. Thers is no doubt
in my sind that {n 1s exploiting the eituatfon %o bdm bt sdvantage, tut at the
gt time, I think ha 1o expleiting in terms of gomnthing he balisves in. He iwprasao-
od me a8 o suprobe egotlst, amxious to pot planty of pttontion and basking in what
he gotb.

Prossnted myoelf se from Fiok, werking on a etudy of Hentgomary,
{ntoreated in the bun sitvatien, (Dan't think Fiek rogistersd ne==aither he
didn't recognirs 1t ar he 41dn"t pey any nttestion to what I snld

Intorviewsrt I howa boen hore soveral days now and hava tallked with a vardety of
pecpla, I hove tesn impressed with tho tenslcn in the comunity and
would 1ike for you to ocommont on At, 1f yéu will.

Reapondents wT think mort af the teoslons are caussd by rusore. ¥hitaa and Nigras
hoth blame overything that bappes now on ecach other. fin ara doing
the bast we can to keop the oituatien in hand. I wopld 1ike to Ehow
you the mawe that I sent te the Frllos Ohief~=it will shcw you cur
polioy in ths police department.”

{Hande m» rome to Police COhief Ruppenthal datad Jarmary 25, 1956, "Me Regro
Doyoott sltuvation® Remo stressas Lha impertance of taking steps to make
cartain no incidents arisa, 4ske Ruppenthel to stress that with all men,

wea  ars desireve of zeintaiping the best of peapeful relstions with the Negro
and we want to ba partievlsrly careful that onforoszont is oerried cut in &
fgir, fpmartial mannor to all peopls, regardiess of their color ov reliafe."}

"Thot 45 fust & reststocent of our repgulor policy, but it is snmertant
to ezpheoize it now and I manted you to ess itV

Inte-viowar: It han been oy igprossion tha® people have basn guito conssroed sbcut
the boyoott, pertisulsrly oines theborbings,

Reapondent: "This thipg comld heve baco settled long BEC, bnt fer outside sgoita=
tion. Monay and help are coming frow paople who do wot wndereberd asd
do mot wact to ordorstond and it o keenisg the thing going~—edding
fusl to the flases. Thers there 1n soms Tadlcsl support frea vhitss ino
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the city nho won't stop ot enytbing., I maen a few pecmle like
dubrey Tilliams--he went up to Boston and mode n epesch cn thiz the
othar dey.  Thet sort of thing is stirring tp more trouhle,”

I have pgoltan the 1m1raaa;:m,t.hn't. panple gre vory each afrald of
¥icleoos at thie polnt. Ugas it soem 1ilo thore will be violence?
I kmew there bave alroady bssn the twe besbines, dut I moan ¥ielonae
on & larger scale.

"That'e womething nebody knowe. fn are delng eur best to prevemt 4t,

af COUrEe . " :

oThis boyeott bas deno dampge than con mever ba repsired. It has

dote more hars to the Migrs cause then anything else. It will tske
twenty-rive yeors to build up the gocd fomling thst it has torn down.
Tou know, tha Nigras in Montgewery wers troated better than any plece
eles. They got everything from the whites==they wont to the whitas
' for overything they wanted and they got It. Tou should ees the schacle
and the churchens the the white peoplo here bullt for them, They are
atill glving thez money for thinge, but they sre giving it reluctactly

" now, thoy den't want to de it anymore. They keep on becouno thay

faal morry for them. They know that sost of the Nigras here don't
really vant thin thing and that they are suffering. Tha lesdership--
the onos who styrted it=-aro oot ‘um rdders, They are ridiog around
and 4t {on't hord on them ke 4t is on the rest of thom,™

That 1s 4t that they want==the caeo who ara keoping it godng¥

“Evarybedy sgross that it 4s part of a plen to get vid of Ilﬂ'r?gﬂﬂﬂﬂl
Eieg hae sald eo himoelf, He sadd im tho poper thel he wouldn 't retop
until thoy got thair Tfull wights. The buses mre juet the [irst siep.”

I guens ot this polnt, an.:rh-:-d:.r in wondering how it con be eottled.
l;ﬁ'u have lawe requiring segroputiem on the bucas and 10 Lhey wanl to

ride the Yucen thay will have to oboy Lho lew, They cen walk unti]
they are roedy to chay tha law,” 2
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Intopeiemers 1 maw tha Cemmiosien's stapd of twe woeke apo ﬁ-hﬂ thare womld be
g0 pore negetisticns ®with the hayeoit lessdere. “as thers been emy
ahenge in pelicy sioee Thond

Hospordente "he Bomdeeien will do po mers oegobtiptisg,. ‘hey ceo get Yack om
the tuess amytime they want to.”®

Intorviewer: U@ thetght saybe thero =might be scme changs esinoe the bowbingg=-that
grans to weke s eatilemsot more proseing."

Rosnondant: *Ten don't oven knov who you ecen deal with, Lab =s tall you about
thin, This will tho= you how they de. The Kayor eslled a meeting
g few weaka ggo with three Migrs prescher who represcntod fourtean
churehes, They sgroed to go baok to the buras and we theught it wmoe

. esttled, Then when Xing cas beck in town wed feund out about it, they

wore threstepsd with phyoloal vielenco, OUne isoued o statement that
be hed been fooled and didn't know ho was making en sgroeasnt, The
othar two didn't withdrew, but they wore threatped, toc, abd ell of
thos anked for polies protecticn to keep their own poople frem harming
them. Whan they act 1ike that, you deal!t know who you can balisve
or whe you oot denl with. Thio Eing hon pel himself up sbove evary=
begy sles like a God. FHe wouldn't let the sgyossant go through. He
thinks ho's way chove ovarybedy sloe, He won t mee anybody exeept hy
oppointaent nnd he has press cenferences and appeers on TV phewn, Ho
thinks he's the Presidert or somsthing. W%ell, the Commisaicn iz through
with that end the only way to settle it now iu for them te oomo baok
to the buses."

Intorviswor:  Thio whelo thing putc the bus covpmny in o bad positlen, doosn't it¥

Roapnndantt Mhey tan't break the law., Thay have to operste under our otate laws.
6f courcs, on of the thing the Bigras vantod wes courtesy. Tou know
yoursslf thet people return the court sy you extord. If you are polile,
apd trest pecple with rospoat, they will bo polite to yeu dn return.

If you oot oean, they wen't ba nles to yen, Thay won't got ccurtecy
frow other pacple until they are ready to wand their cen waye and theat
other paoples with occurteay.

Intarviduar: (Sellera had snether sppolntassnt apd excused hinealf at thie points)



