
ceive; that nobody else but them can make that decision. I don’t believe that Mar- 

Over seas when he raised the question with me I had said to him that either he 
must devote himself +e full time to Crusading and thus give up his church and all 
other means of assured income and let his family and himself depend upon what- 
ever people would do for him for his and their lively-hood. I know that he will 
never do this. se So M. L. Kwill never become a Vinoba Bhave.6 He will continue 
to be a crusader in a gray flannel suit. 

Now that Ella is in charge herself, she cannot put the blame on anybody. She 
will have to reduce. I believe that she has more ability [than?] Tilley but I wonder 
if she hasn’t complained so long in life that it has become a habit with her. She, 
too, has a tendency to come +e late to things and we’ll see how she promotes the 
Mboya dinner, the Tallahassee Conference and whether she is able to get the soror- 
ities of Atlanta make sizable contributions.’ 

3 Apr 
‘959 tin will be able to severly discipline himself this way. 

TD. LDRP-NNSC: BOX 3. 

6. Vinoba Bhave was widely considered to be Gandhi’s spiritual successor. King met Vinoba on 2-3 
March in India. For more on their meeting, see King, Farewell Statement for All India Radio, 9 March 
1959, pp. 135-136 in this volume; see also Vinoba Bhave, “Dr. Martin Luther King with Vinoba,” 
Bhoodan 3 (18 March 1959): 369-370. 

7. Kenyan independence leader Tom Mboya addressed an SCLC-sponsored dinner in Atlanta on 
13 May. In notes written following the event, Reddick mentioned that “in so far as I know no money 
has come in from the frats and sororities” (Reddick, “Mboya dinner at Atlanta,” 14 May 1959; see also 
King, Remarks Delivered at Africa Freedom Dinner at Atlanta University, I 3 May 1959, pp. 203-204 
in this volume). For more on the Tallahassee Conference, see Statement Adopted at Spring Session 
of SCLC, 15 May 1959, pp. 205-208 in this volume. 

To John Lee Tilley 

3 April ‘959 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

With SCLC’s Crusade for Citizenship stalled and its treasury overextended, King asks 
its first executive director to resign.l Til@ complied on 13 Ap‘L2  

1. Tilley sent a letter to SCLC board members on 17 March in which he noted that “the success of 
our organization is being threatened by a rapidly dwindling bank account. . . . we are hard pressed, 
and will be greatly embarrassed, if further funds are not available from some source, immediately.” 
SCLC treasurer Ralph Abernathy sent out a mass appeal for funds on the same day (Abernathy to 
Friend offreedom, 17 March 1959). 

2. See pp. 182-184 in this volume. SCLC’s associate director Ella Baker served as interim execu- 
tive director until Wyatt Tee Walker of the Petersburg Improvement Association was hired to replace 
Tilley in mid-1960 (see King to Walker, 5 March 1960, pp.384-385.i” this volume). ‘79. 
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3 Apr Dr. John L. Tilley 
1959 2101 Whittier Street 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Dear Dr. Tilley: 

In a meeting of the Administrative Committee of the Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference which was held on Thursday, April 2 ,  in Montgomery, Alabama, 
several important matters were discussed which the Committee asked me to bring 
to your attention immediately. 

First, the financial crisis confronting the organization was seriously analyzed. 
As you well know, our treasury is almost empty and we are now operating in the 
red.3 In the last few months our disbursements have far exceeded our income. 
In order to assure the continued existence of the organization, we concluded 
that our budget must be cut immediately. This automatically means cutting the 
staff. I am sure that you can understand both the necessity and the wisdom of 
this. 

Secondly, it was the feeling of the committee that the organization has not 
had a dynamic program commensurate with the amount of money that it is spend- 
ing. It was also felt that the Executive Director had not been able to achieve the 
public response expected. We had hoped that our program would be well de- 
veloped by now, and that the aims and purposes of the Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference would have been well established in the minds and hearts of 
the people all over the nation by this time. Of course, we were not unmindful 
of the factors that were probably responsible for this failure in implimentation. 
We were cognizant of the fact that your responsibilities as a pastor had to con- 
tinue along with your work with us, and it was probably too much to expect the 
full implimentation of our program from a person who could only give part-time 
to it.4 

In the light of the factors here enumerated, the Administrative Committee has 
instructed me to request your resignation to become effective April 15. We are 
certainly grateful to you for the work that you have given to our youthful organi- 
zation. The fact that you were willing to take a partial leave from your church and 
come to us at a time when we were in desperate need of assistance is something 
that we will never forget. We hope that this move, which has been precipitated by 
our present crisis, will not in any way cause you to sever your interest and affec- 
tion from our ~onference.~ 

In the next four or five days I will mail you a check for all that the organization 
owes you up through the fifteenth of April. If you feel that it is necessary, I will be 
very happy to discuss this matter with you. 

3. SCLC’s funds had dwindled to $163.75 and it owed over sixteen hundred dollars to Tilley and 
Baker (Abernathy, Financial report, 2 April 1959). 

4. After becoming executive director of SCLC in 1958, Tilley continued to serve as part-time pas- 
tor of New Metropolitan Baptist Church in Baltimore. 

5. King later suspected that Tilley may have contributed to an unfavorable article on SCLC that a p  
peared in the October issue ofjet (see King to Theodore E. Brown, I g October 1959, pp. 3 10-3 1 2  in 

180 this volume). 
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Yours very truly, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

MLK:mlb 

7 *Pr 
‘959 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 72. 

To William Stuart Nelson 

7 April 1959 
[Montgomery, A La.] 

King asks Howard University dean William Stuart Nelson for reading material on the 
caste system in India. Nelson, an advocate of Gandhian nonviolence who had been in 
India just pior to King’s visit, sent the requested matm‘al on I O  AF‘l.  He added that 
the civil rights movement in the United States “is proving a source of great encourage 
ment to and re-awakening of people in India . . . thereb serving the cause of non- 
violence in the very country which has witnessed its most signijicant dmnonstration.”’ 

. 

Dr. William S. Nelson 
Howard University 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Nelson: 

I trust that you are now settled down after your six month stay in India. We met 
many people in India who knew you and they never tired of mentioning your name 
in the most favorable manner. 

In a real sense my visit to India was one of the most rewarding experiences of 
my life. While I would not be so rash as to pretend to know India after such a brief 
visit, I do feel that I gained many meaningful insights that will deepen my under- 
standing of nonviolence, and also my commitment to it. I hope that we will have 
an opportunity to sit down and talk about the trip in the not-too-distant-future. 

I am writing you mainly to inquire whether you have any books or pamphlets 
on untouchability. If so, I would like to borrow them for about two weeks. I am in 
the process of making a study of untouchability, and unfortunately, I left India 
without securing any material on it.* If you have such material, and can find it pos- 
sible to mail it to me, I would be more than happy to reimburse you for the costs 
involved. And you can expect me to return it within two weeks. 

1 .  King had hoped that Nelson would serve as his guide in India, but Nelson left the country be- 
fore King arrived. Nelson did consult on some of the arrangements for King’s visit before returning 
to Howard University (Stewart Meacham to King, 1 2  December 1958, and Bristol to Johnson, 24 De- 
cember 1958). 

2. In his travel account published in Ebony, King compared the caste system in India with Amer- 
ican segregation (see King, uMy Trip to the Land of Gandhi,” July 1959, pp. 235-236 in this volume). 18 1 
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