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“Science and Religion”

[September 1948—May 1951]
[ Chester, Pa ]

There 1s widespread belief in the minds of many that there is a conflict between
science and rehgion But there 1s no fundamental 1ssue between the two. While the
conflict has been waged long and furiously, 1t has been on 1ssues utterly unrelated
erther to religion or to science The conflict has been largely one of trespassing, and
as soon as religion and science discover their legiimate spheres the confhct ceases

Rehgion, of course, has been very slow and loath to surrender 1ts claim to sover-
eignty 1n all departments of human hfe, and science overjoyed with recent victones,
has been quick to lay claim to a similar sovereignty Hence the confhct

But there was never a conflict between religion and science as such There can-
not be Their respective worlds are different Their methods are dissimilar and
therr immediate objectives are not the same The method of science 1s observation,
that of religion contemplation. Science investigates. Religion interprets. One seeks
causes, the other ends Science thinks in terms of history, religion 1n terms of tele-
ology One 15 a survey, the other an outlook

The conflict was always between superstiion disguised as rehgmn and materal-
1sm disguised as science, between pseudo-science and pseudo-rehgion

Religion and science are two hemispheres of human thought They are different
though converging truths Both science and rehgion spring from the same seeds of
vital human needs

Science 15 the response to the human need of knowledge and power Rehgion 1s
the response to the human need for hope and certitude One 1san outreaching for
mastery, the other for perfection Both are man-made, and like man himself, are
hedged about with imitations Neither science nor rehigion, by itself, 1s sufficient for
man Science 1s not civilization. Science 1s organized knowledge, but civilization
which 1s the art of noble and progressive communal living requires much more
than knowledge It needs beauty which 1s art, and faith and moral aspiraton which
are rehgion. It needs artistic and spintual values along with the intellectual

Man cannot hive by facts alone What we know 1s Iittle enough What we are likely
to know will always be little 1n comparison with what there 1s to know. But man has
a wish-life which must build mverted pyramids upon the apexes of known facts. This
1s not logical It s, however, psychological

Science and religion are not rivals It 1s only when one attempts to be the oracle
at the others shnne that confusion arises Whan the scienust from his laboratory, on
the basis of alleged scientific knowledge presumes to 1ssue pronouncements on
God, on the ongin and desuny of hife, and on man’s place in the scheme of things
he 1s [passing?] out worthless checks When the religionist delivers ulumatums to
the scientist on the basis of certain cosomologies embedded 1n the sacred text then
he 1s a sorry spectacle indeed



When religion, however, on the strength of 1ts own postulates, speaks to men of  Sept 1948-
God and the moral order of the universe, when 1t utters 1ts prophetic burden of jus-  May 1951
uice and love and holiness and peace, then 1ts voice 1s the voice of the eternal spir-
tual truth, rrefutable and invincible.,
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