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Lesson Fror;z Gandht e

EDITOR THE ADVERTISERp—Not since
the First Battle of the Marne has

has this last week in Montgomery. How-~
.ever, the spirit -animating our Negro
citizens as they ride these taxis or walk
:from-the heart ofiCloverdale to Mabile
‘Road has-been more like that of Ghandi
than of the “taxicab army" that saved™
Patls

¢ A8 you remember Gandhi set out on

the taxi been put to as good use as it .}

\

e

hls “Salt Ma”ch" from Sabarmati to the 3

, aea - about’ 150 miles —- as a boycott
: against the _government’s salt monopoly. :
‘ He took with him only a loin cloth, a .
~bamboo walking stick, and a consum- '
ing fdea.. He vowed, that he would not
| -return until India was independent. De-
: pending on their point of view, people
laughed; sneered, or. chook thelr heads,

“but 17 years later India was free. Pas- .

- sive  resistance .combined with freedom..
‘from hate is a power to be reckbned
T with, . .

. 'The Negroes of Montgomery seem to
"have taken 2 lesson from Gandhi—and
.our own ~Thoreau, who influenced
‘ Gandhi., Thgir own task 13 greater than
Gandhxs however, for they have great-
,er prejudice to overcome.. y
One feels that history is being made
In, Montgomery .these days, K the most |
important in her cateer. .It is hard. to'

_imagine a .soul &0 -dead, a: heart so hard, .

a vision so blinded and provineial as not
to be moved with admiration at the quiet_
dignity, discipline, and dedication with
! which the Negroes have conducted. their

- boycott. , . Yes, thére have been “inci- .

wdents " but che actual damage inflicted
[ has been rather less than that done by
i.the Lanier students in their protests
. against the abolltion  of sororities and
fraternities, And a great deal less than
tin most strikes. L
y; Of course, the fewer “lncidents" the
- stronger the.case for the Negroes. Their
"cause and thelr ccnduct have filled me
j'with great sympathy, pride, humility

and envy. I envy their unity, their good !

“humor, théir fortitude, and their willing~
ness to suffer for grfeat Christlan and.

cent treatment. . The other side is will« -

I
¢
E democratic principles, or just plain de- °

“ing to fight- all right, say eruel things; "
f and to make: others- <uffer. but. the case: 3

48 such that It 'calis' for no suffering’ or’

f ‘sacrifice on their parts That weakens g
- lthelr: case, amms

>
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5 “ sonable,and - moderate requests . pre-
‘sentéd’ to- #he bus '-company and City
‘:Commission by the Rev. M. Lt King were
“met with such a “Ye rebels! Disperse!” }
Attitude as volced by their attorney and
1 others. No, the law must be enforced:
_‘with all pharisalcal zeal and inflexibili»
ty. “'Well, ‘I' say ‘the law ought to be"
-‘changed And I recommend to those in*
. authority Edmund Burke’s Speech on-
. Conciliation with' the Colonies. .
I am all for law and. order, the protec~
tion of person and property against vio-
lence, but I belleve the Constitution and
Supreme Court of the United States con~
_stitute the supreme law of the land. I J
" find it ironical to hear men in authority i
who are “openly flouting this law, speakm

piously of-law,enforcement, - - -

I also find it hard to work up sympam
thy for the hus company. . .I have rid-.
den the buses of Montgomery ever since,
tiiey have. been running. 'I have rldden
them from once to four times a'day for’
the past 14 years until this October, Per-~ ;
" sonally I Have received courtequs andx
friendly treatment, I consider many of |
' the drivers my good friends. With no |
- exception I have never seen any human
, being give such excellent service to the
" public as Mr, Alton Courtney. Mr, Eliot
- 1. Newman and ‘others are fine too. On
“the other hand, I have heard some bus .
‘drivers use the tons and manners of -

-mule drivers in.their treatment of Ne-
" gro passengers. - (Incidentally Negroes :
- pay full fare for fourth class treatment.)
Three times I've gotton off the bus be- -
-cause I could not countenance treatment
+0f Negroes.” I should have gotten off on
;‘several other occasions. Twice I have
B heard & certain driver with high seniori-
ty mutter .quite aud'bly “black ape” I
' could not tell whether the Negro heard
L Qr’ not put I .did and felt msulted

g T'IS INTERESTING to read editorials
e'. on the legality of this boycott. They

i make me think of that famous one that
fturned America from a tea to a coffee |
- drinking nation., Come to think of it,
~one might say that-this nation was
Iounded upon & boycott. .
" ‘The likening of -the bus boycott to
tnose of the White Citlzens Councils is
,mlsleading The ditference in the causes
“#nd jn the spirit,behind each is vast.

“a

.Seima and here in tHe

night Read them side by side ‘as re<~
ported “in Ths -Advertiser—and biush. .

“Just compare the speeches delivered at )
Clty Hall with |
“those at the Holt Street Baptist Monday '}

[ Joé Azbell’s nccount of the Holt Street |
f meeting .18 the best reportmg I have
'ever read.;;’’ Y - i
Fo+ " Instead  of acting like sullen adoles-
cents whose- attitude is “Make me,” we
soughﬁ 10 ‘be working out plans to span
“the.gap’ between’ segregation and intes
¢ gration . to: ‘extend - public services —-
9 ‘schools, libraries, parks—and transporta=
y tlon to Negro citizens. Ealph McGlll't
:is the best advice I've heard: “Segregas)
ébtion is on its ‘way out, and hé who tries\
to tell the people otherwise does them !
‘great disservice. The problem of the
- future is how:to live with the change.”’

" This may be a minority report, but &
number of Montgomerians not entirely
mconsequential agree with my point of

view., - °
Montgomery . JULIET’I'E MORGAN
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