1110 Cleveland Avemns
Montgomery 8, Algbams
December 22, 1955

Hationsl Nawg Editor

TINE Magasine

TIME & LIFE Building : :

9 Bockefeller Plasa ’
Eew York 20, Eev York :

Sudbject: BPus protest in Montgomery, Alsbama
Dear Sir:

1 am vriting this letter to you, because I have long been irpressed with
the fgir and unbiased treatment you give in your news stories. (I am a
regular cover-to-cover TIME reader.) 1 have been particularly impressed
wvith the bold and scuragecus way in vhich you have hn.nﬂ.led the extremely
touchy subject of race relations,

There is s story 1n the making hzro 1n Montgomery, Ala’bm. thet may bo
Just 25 explosive as the Till case, before 1t is over and done. I am
referring to the protest which the Hegroes (and many whites) of Montgomery
are making sgainst the local bus company. Undoubtedly you heve received
some reports gbout this over the AP and UP wires.

¥hat you mgy not know is thet only part of the story is actually reaching
the publie through the normal channels of communication. The local news=-
papers have congictently printed one-sided gtories about the developments
in this protest. They heve at times {purposely, or othervise) omitted
vpertinent facts thet would have put a much more favorsble light on what
the Kegroes are eecking for.

In pgdfition, all of the "law-enforcement® agencies in the city snd county
have been doing everything possidble to bresk the back of our carpsign. Lavws
that have rarely been snforced sre now being pulled put of the books and deing.
used agsinst the Negroes (but, we hear, not sgminst the whites). For example,
hundreds of people double-psrk cn the downtovn streete vhile wziting for
perking places or vhile waiting for a passenger to get out, do some quick
shopping and return. BRecently, howvever, many people have been charged end
fined for Ylockimg traffic, if they happened to be piecking up or letiing

out Hegroee.



1 am a vhite Iutheran minister, serving a Negre congregation. I cannot even
glve ry own members a rids in my car wvithout fear of being stopped by the
police and secused of rumnning s texi. On last Monday Sheriff Butler himsolf
vatched me put several Negroes in my car, while parked in g legal parking
zore. Then he stopped me, gccused me of running a texi, took me in for
questioning, searched my car (without showing me a warrant or indicatimg
that he had one), and finglly released me. The same thing 1is beln; done
over and over u this city every day.

If you want Py good look at the way a one-rsce press and a one-race police
force band together to discredit fifty thousand pecple who ere tired of
deing treated like animsls on the city busses, and who sre registering
their feelings by refraining from riding those busses, then I urge you

~ %0 send e reporter %o Montgomery a8 so0n as posaiblc.

Thers are many more discriminstory f.etors that have been 1ntroduned 1nto
this whole pieture, in some cases by rather high officials, But the worst
factor of all 4s that it has become almost impessidle to tell our story '
%0 the people of the cily without having 1t distorted and turned against us.

JYor further tnformation, you may contact:

Dr. K. L. King, 309 5. Jackson Street, Phons 3-5179
Fastor of Dexter Avem Baptilt Glnu'ch. Phana 3=3970

Attornsy rﬂd Grey, 2307 ¥, Jeff Davil Street. Phone 2-0625
Cffice - 113 nom-eo Strest, Phons 3-9360

Rev. Robert Graets. 1110 Cleveland Averus, Phons ‘*-6’456
Pastor of Trinity Luthersn Chureh

I regpectfully request that the contenta of this letter be kspt confidential
until such time g5 they have been verifle by you. Please gdvise me as to

your reaction to my req:u.ast that you he st.ry covered by your own staff
member,

S8incerely yours,

Bobert Graetz

Copies: Dr., King
Atty., Gray

Rev, Hughes



