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As it is stated in the letter from Mr. Pierce, I am dcing research
on the bus protest, I have been resding the newspaper, but I Tfeel
that they are a bit biassed srd incomplete, thersfore, I came down
here to get information directly from the psople invelved. 1I'll
appreciate it very mfich if you'd tell ms just what has been happen-
ing and what is happening now.

"Fell, having my business here in my home. I don't ride the buses
nmeh and aven less now than I did ten years age when I was younger;
however in my business, I deel with peppls from all walks of life,

so T ususlly lmow what's going on most of the time. From my own
experiences cver a period of yeers I have witnessed several incldents
wherein the bus drivers were quite nasty to Negro patrons, and I've
also witness very nice bus drivers. In fact the drivers in this
vieinity are very nice to me. Ceveral times they've pulled sway from
the stop, but will wait acrose the street if the should see me

ccoming, and I alwgys thank them with e smile because he didn 't have
" to stop. {n the other ha,d there are two caces I remember very

distinctly. In the first cese I was going out Hexwell Road, and.

. there were four young cclored ladles sitting om the first two horizon~

tal seats and two white airmen got on the bus, The bus driver yelled
'let me heve those seats.® There wers no otker seets in the back,
so the girls had to stand. The airmen were very mich embarrassed.
They didn t care to take the seats, and said do every ome could hear
themy 'I naver heard of such o « » o women stand while men sit,!
“In the next case, the two seats across the aisle from a colered
lady was vacant, but the driver demanded that she move, because a
white man could nol sit opposite a colored lady. In this case,
however, thsre was a seat or at least part of a sest in back.
I sgy part of a seat becauss the woman sitting there weighted around
250 pounds which mesns she left only about half of the second seat
vacent, and the woman whome the driver ssked to move back weighéd
nearly 200. Anyway she refused to move. The driver called her &
few nasty names and asked her to come up to the from of the bus.
.She told him, 'If you want me, you'll have to come back hers,:
"and if you do, the underteker sure will drese you.' The other
pecple on the bus told her to move back that there was no use in

MUeatting in troubls over something like that. o sehe finally ,

moved beck. -

‘ Row azbout five years ago there was a teacher by the Name
of ¥ingrave who had & teenwgge daughter toc be errested because
she refused to move. I don t know exactly how the case came out,
but I do know they left town.

So you see, things have been piling up omer a period of

. year, and these people ars not going to give up easily. The pscple

are a3l on levels of helping. Even the driukes will not ride the
buses. They sey they'll walk and use bus fare far more whiskey
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I cannot help but remember how pleased I was when I learned
about the "boy-cott¥. I was when I learned about the "boy-~ctt®
I was downtown when some landed me one of ther leuflets, and I
said " }t ‘last it has come,"

Since it has come, hasr't it had any affect upon you pusiness?

_"Hone at all. I have been in tis business since 1931 snd I

know quite a few white pecple and ncé of those I've sent em= -
ployees to have fired any {employees) since this protest started.
I have not had = single case, where a perscn reported having been

ifired because of the protest, and I've only hesred of ons. I

heard that one lady asked her maid did she ride the bus and when
the maid said that she did not, the lady ssgid that she could not

£y lodns USe her anymore; however, the maid wes hired immediately after
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Jeaving by “the next door nsighbeor. -

- It mey interest you to knew that plenty white perscns are
giving money personally. I don't know of any who have given
through organizstions, ' : ’ ‘

Sneaking of organization, do you belong to any which aids in the
movement ?

"ﬁhy yes. I'm a member of the Sara Anderson Charity Club, I'm -
presidant of the lend~a-hand club and of the Builder's Club. ¥e.
have given and will give ee long as i1t is necessury. I also
belong to the Omegs Five which has ccntrxbuted, auﬂ of course, I
give i in the spocial collection at my church.?

Hedl, tell me how do you think this will affect future relations
between Negroas and ﬁhites?

"For one thing, it is favorable toward the colored people. Sales
are falling off as well as the bus compeny}s great loss and this

is making the white's aware of the strength of the colored people.
The colored-people have lesrned, on the other hand, where the white-
man can be hurt most = in his pockets. To show you what I mean.

it weas rumored that Mrs. Parks had been fired and in one dsy
approximately 100 accounts were closed at "Hontgomery Fair™,(very
large department store), and a similar thing happened at one of the
dairy companies. The president of the dairy company made a public
statement that he did not sgy that Negroes should ride the buses,
The people started back buying milk and Mrs, Parks was brought
back from the smeller store to the main Montgomery Fati,

;About how long do you think this protest will last?

*I really don't know, however, I don't feel that there will ever

bs & complete recovery. You see people ars buying cars now as

never before and more people will ride with neighbors. Paopls are
gotting to know more pecple, therefors, pecple who usually go home
alone won't fear asking oeople abcut their direction and giving them

‘ a 1lift.



Interviewer:

Respondents

Interviewers:

Raspondent:

Interviewer:

Respondent:

Interviower:

Respbndent:

Interviewers

Respondent;

Interviewers

-Ln

"Oh, I do know that thess buses are financied by a concern in
Chicago and that the {ranchise is cut in Harch, so somsthing
will hate to be dons before then because stock=holders begin
to withdraw their wmonsy when they start 1os:mg as they have
been doing here.

You have been very helpful and I appreciab it very mich, but
what I want to know now is, who are the leaders of this movement?

"Well the ministers are. This is the first time in history I
suprose where all of the minister have joined together for a
worthy cause for ths pecple, "

I see. How what are they striving for?

"They want Negro bus drivers in areas where there is u large

© mumbar of colored pscple; -courtecus drivers and a first come
. firet serve policy."

iwhat does this first come first serve p‘olicy *in‘;olve?

"They want the colored people to start in the back and £ill up
toward the front and the whites from the front toward the back
and that no person should have to get up anc give his seat to
someone else,"

' Ape there amy colored people still riding the buses?

"Frem what I hear, and my source is very relisble because I desl with
a wide range of people, there are very ,few person still riding,

and I feel that if their conscicus don t bother them, let thenm

rids .7 )

Speaking of bothering people, I read in the vpapers that there are
goon sguads opersting to keep pecple from riding the busses. Do
you know anything about them?

"Those are Sellers (city Commissionerilies. .He'll do anything to
save his face. Everything they do back fires. After hearing about
the boycott and that there wss going to bs trouble when it started
he placed policemen behind esch bus. The colored people thought
they were there to keep them frcm riding the buses, sc you can see

. what that did. When the newspapers publicized it, it served to .

let people know about who had not heard sbout it,

Thank you very m.ch for ycur cooperstion, Hrs. Kinney, you have

~ beaen most helpful.

Gepergl Statement :
 Mrs. Kinney neatly dressed, dignified lady with silvery haird. Has warm
personalily and is essy tc telk with,



