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I'%n §11lie Iee, and I came froxm Nashville to study this bus
protest since newepaper reports are not alwgys reliable.. I go
into different neighborheods and ssk persons about the protest,
In this blosk I chose your house, so I'd eppreciste it if you'd
tell me all sbout the protests « o « What bas happened and what
iz happening now.

*I know very little sbout it except what I've resd in the papers,
however, I can tell you how I feal sbout it. I don't think the
pecple know what they are doing. They went goudb this thing &n
the wrong way and ssecondly, they asked for too much, They know
the southern tradition and, they shculd have ssked for cne thing
instead of being like the dog with s “one end his shadow. He
was 8o greedy thet he tried to get the bene his ‘shedow had and
he ended upwith cut a bonee I said that te sgp, ¥iss, asking
for three things they are not geing to get anything.

%hat three thinge did they ask for?

?‘Oh, they want {irst come, lirst serve. Negro bus drivers and
uore ccurtecus white diivers.®

%hich do you thick they sould have asked for?

#I think first coms, first serve is gll t)"ey should heve asked
for.e I'¥ for thet Af they do it in the right vay. I wes em~
barrassed cnce on the tus, Two white zen seked mo to get up,

and I didn't zove, then the bus driver asked me up. I got off
tho bue, went down to the bus compeny and reported the driver,
snd I aszked the menager where were ocolored people suppese to sit,
He war very nloe and that driver was taken off the Jackson Street
line. 4pd since this mess started, I started through QOask Parks

. and the policezen yelled 'Good Lord, don't come through here.!

If my dsughters had no pleaded zo I wnuld have kept on through.
Fhen I gobt home I celled Fellers axd his secrotary told me- that
he di@ not hsndle that inforestion, me she gave me the name of
the perzon teo see. #Hhen he [irst started taelking ke =aids
Yes man, neo, Yang!
But when I said, I'm a colored citiren:s his tone became very
indignant. I tcld him I was & good citigen. I owned almost
2 block cut here, have boen living here all my 1ife snd have bLeen
going through %Ogk's Park®. I poy texes just like white c¢itigens,
and I wanted to know why? I gouldii*t go through thet Park
He said: 'Higgers can go through that perk'.
"l akked him to repeat whet he ssid, end he said the same thing
egain. I wae really angy btf then, sc I tcld him that I am not
a nigger end thet he wss ecting smcre like & nigger. Then he
apologizad saying that he said Hegro and I mmust have misunderstced
him. 1 haven't hed any more trouble coming through the Fark since
than.® '
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" You have menticned several times that the people did not go

shout this thing in the right wey. ¥hat do you suggest they
ghould have done? :

‘:’J'Well, 4n-the £irst place the ministers have ho business in this

end turning the church into e politicsl orgenization. Some
scedémic building over on the Campus (Alabame State Teachers

TrilZage) shculd be used for meetings and -the white end dolered.
Mellegmtsia sould deride this thing. -These poor white folks

and sowie of thess ministers don't knos whet they are deinge The
poincipals and trachers sheuld run it. Thoy should get together
discusa it then vote on 1t and do what ever the majority nays.
I sure wish it would end? I'm tired of it. I've lesl about
hglf of my music studenta. And” cther bugineas peaple Itve talked
to are losing too. I bet the minister weuldn't went the wewbers
of their churches to do te them what they ere dolng to the bus
company. I wonder how they weuld feel if their member refuse to
ooms to church and te pay dues, They wouldn't like it &t &gll.
4ni the pecple are only holding themselves down by not riding
the buses. They should go on end end this thing, I'm sick of
it. I'm loosing sonoy everydays :
"~ "Thase minister should -step tani-zar people what to do.
They chould let the busez run and let these ride whe want to.
The first day they struck, my boy wes fixing to get on a bus
and g lady dared him to get on, she said that she would cut him
if he did. ¥sy ocut on the sut-skirts of town, I heve heard
that quite a few fclka have been besten up, but 1 don't know
how true it is. I just don't believe in telling peocple what
to dee I think for myeelf, and if I want te ride a bus, I ride.
That'e why I don't go tc asny of the meetinges because I'11 spesk
By mind. You know I'w a mesber of Hev, -£ingt's churchs T play
the organ.  One of my frienis told me that if I went to's
mseting and told them how I felt, that they would throw me out,
So I toke no part in 4t., This is & democratic country end I
have a right to eqy whaet I want te, If the pecple could hear
me now, I know they'd crucify ms, but I've elways thought for
myself and I teoach my ohildren teo think for themselves. &y
dsughters csme home cne dsy and saids

fiother I'm nsver going to buy from the Fair (Montgomery

Fair Dapartment Store) sgein. The people are going

te boy-cott 1t becavse they fired ¥rs. Parks,!
*I teld her not to be & focl, that if she wanted something, don't
let & group of people tell you where te buy it. Its mors to
buy from the Falr than it is ic it in the back of ghoe stores
and drink water cul of sagregsted fountsinz 4n other stores.
i*m no “"Uncle Tom" womsn, but I velieve ihere 48 & way te do
amything, I've hed people tell me that I'm thinking inte~bellum
time. " :

Do you think this is favoreble te the Colored people at sll?

viell, yes, it is. For cne thing it shows ‘that they can stick.
tcgether,. T“hat ever they want I'm for them because it's my race
howsver, like I sgid, I would have done things differently. %
church, Dexter Avenue Baptist and mest of the clubs play big parts
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ernd I don't argue wnith them. They cen do Jjust what they want
to, but I'm loosing money and I sure with the're staert the buses
back.?

#hat do you think the accomplishments will be?

*There won't be any. Sellers hates Regrces snd he'll never give
in., ¥het the Megroes in Hontgowery ghould do is vote, 4dbout .
45,000 people here ere colcred end only 2 or 3 thousends, if
not that many bove. 4 man in office den't have to worry about
cclored votes, because there are mot encugh voting. If they.
uae their votinﬁ mmr, t}mv cen get almost anyth ng. ’

I see, ¥all tell me this, how dc hites 4n atorea srd varicus
plece treat you mince this thing started?

*They all treat me very nice same as the always did. I haven't
been downtown very nany tims, tut thos few timee I did to, the
olerks treated me the same,* _ ,

It has been e plezsure talking with you, Mam, and I aeppreciate
you helpfulnesa., Thank you very much,



