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DiTEs  February €, 1956 AV INTERVIERER:  Anna Holden
TIME:s  11:00 @< Mo RESPORDERT: Br. Jack Crenchaw

PL4ACE: 3938 Harrow lene Koed
Gceupt Attorney, O€fice, let Hat'l Bark Dldg.

Gonersl £ 4 : Mr. Crenshaw iz probably irn his mid~50's, has been
in Hontgomery s numier of years. I did not check en this, but would guess
that ho came from snother to represzent the bus company ard was the lawyer
brought in to represent the bus cempany in the meetings re change in ssat~
ing arcangemsuts after the Coivin incident., He wes involved in g1l the
meatinzs with the boyeobt group, the Hdayor's committee, etce. after the
Parke ineident. ¥r, Crenshaw wae sxirereliy canticur about what he said
when ha tulked tc we, end on the busis of what Rev, Thrasher end Bch Hughes
both told me sbout himy, I figured thsl he had bsen coneiderably subdued
since the boycoit first started., Both Thrasher and Hughes cemmented that he
wes extromely omoticnel sbheut the situutionf Hughes described hiuw aes a
rtwigted™ person and stated thet in his (Fughee) epinlon, "Crenshaw is the
person who ig responsible for this situaticn.” Acsording to Bughes, Bagley
relied heavily on Cremshew's edvice in the beginning. There was a rumoer
goinyg arcund sbcut the time I talked te Crenshew that he hed bLeen fired by
the bus company. Used "Rigra%.

Progented myself as a etaff wesber of Fisk University,
working on a study of the Hontgermery communitye Trld him were interested
in the bus situstion, that I undersiocd he had represented thebus compeny
in legsl csges for o nupher of years end thought he could be helpful in teras
of background cf previcus incidents, eurlier complaints, nsgotlations, ete,

Respondents thontgomery City lines began cpereting in 1936 and the first cecas I

" kmow abcut was in 1938. . . .that inv-lved a white passenger ard n
nfigra” woman. I don't rezember any other ceses until! the early or
mdd=forties, during the wer. ¥%e had a great deal of overcrowding on
the buses during the war snd at that tiwe, there wmere more whites
than ®Higras™ riding the buses, KNost of the trouble we had then was
with whites whe sat in the "Figra" zeats and refused to move, The
bus company Yook s fow of those csses to courty #e had some trouble
zith the *Nigras" toc, but I don't lelieve sny of those cases wsre
tgken te court, After the war the pilcture changed becguse more whites
were buying cers and their trede on the buses f£sl1l offs The situation
revarsad ¢c that woe had more "Rigras® than whitas riding, where he
had more whites than "Higres® during the war. e didn't have any
actual ceses where "Higras® were arresied for refusing te move until
last spring when there was a case invelving s high schoel girl. In
f8act, about 1947, one of the state legiclators mede a complaint that
the bue company wig fgvoring “Higrast=-he said we were giving them
21l the seats and not making encugh room for whites, Deginning with
1955 starting with the arrsst of the girle For one thing, they lame
some now lesders and the thing wss brought into polities for the
first time, Ope of the canfidates for the police commissioner's seat
stated that he weuld not sell his Scuthern birthright for sny bleek

. of vetes end the thing wse threwn inte the political srenas. It would
save us a lot of headaches il the law lst pecple sit whare they wented
top like they do 4n Chicago, ut ez long as the law rewains as it is,
the bus company haes to ebey the law, ¥e have suggested all along that
they change the law if thoy don't like ite-that is their business, not
oursge” ' ‘
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You mentioned ihal the Lus eitvaiicn was brovght inte nolitics.
in what way? M4 one of ths cgndidetes meke a statemsnt to the
sffect {hat he would change things 4n hies nlgtlern?

"o don' know what be teld thenm., He Jidn't come ocut end szay any-
thing in a public speech, but this arrest of the high scheel girl

tock plece sbout the time the commissiocner's race was on and the
person who was police commissioner then (Birmingham) talked to

them and promised themw-well, we den't know what he promised them,

bul he did grrange a cenference to decide on the proper construection
cf the lanw., The HALLLP lawyers, the city attermey and I were pre-ent
at thet oonference, so that I definitely knov he promised thet, ¥hat:
else he promised, I don't know, but I did take part in thaet. It wss
sbout the tisme of the comuission race end Tellers, the present police
commissicner, made the stelsment during the rece that he wenld not’
sell kip C:outhern birthright for any nuvobor of "Figra® votes. Sellar's
brother was the hus driver whe hed the girl arrssted and that probebly
gecount, for meme of it. We haave had severgl cases this yeer and we
gxpected then to contest the law, long balfere this, We anticipated

& cass lest OSpring and when they didn't fils one at that time, we
theught surely they would the next time. A Yary Louise Onith was
arrastad Oot. 25, 1955 and we theught that arrest would result in a
teat case.¥

Is segregeticn on cily tuses, such as the Menigowmery buses, cerried
out threugh state or through local lawe?

#I don®t want to go intc zll the technicalities of the law, but briefly,
thare are three laws governing eegregaticn on the busea, Two of thase
are stete lars and cne ie a city ordinance. (ihat we suggested that the
¥cblle ordinance be adopted tc replace the present city ordinance
governing eagragation€> %e thought that that would work here--~ in fact,
any plan will werk with the ccoperation of cth races amd ne plan will
mork without that. I want to 1llustrete that point sith an expsrience s
friend of mine had recently on the bus in Wobile., He was sitting in &
soat at the dividing line Letween the white and "Higra™ seats srd a
niilgra® woman with & baby came up ené wss standing beside hie sest. He
gct up gnd gave her his ssat and then a emell boy got snd gave him his
geate With that kind of a chain reaction, with pecple being considerste
of sach other, any plan »ill work."

I heve gottien the impression that Llhs =wain peint of ccnflict in the hus
situstion has centered arcund the sesting arrengements,

*’ur big headache 1c the legel provision for separate but egual seeting.
The coumisasion has Iinterpreted that prevision as meening that sests must
be svailable for beth races. Thers is g provision in the segregation law
giving bue drivers, police powers on the bue and giving them the right

to reassign pesscngers. <1hat 15 & bone of contention becsuse nobody wante
to move, once ho hes taken a szeagt, even when there 1s asnother seat
availeble., 3Asassignzent is a hsadache, =nd the ¢ity has adcpted a pelicy
of using ssctions %o aveid resssignment. Ve don t want vacant sests on
the tuses, because vacanl sests aere bad for our business--the less vacant
scats, the better we like it, They--the "Nigras¥"--don't went the drivers
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Yo havs Lhe power te resssign sezle and they don't want the rosenve
sactions either, Our drivers wewa alwavs instrveted not to rmove
pssgengert unless there were Vecent seats for thems One of the
roasons we suggsetad the Hobile ordinence e that it epells cut

svoryLizing.®

Interviswer: Has part of the trouble heen the law 4s not cleer? Iz the law word-
ad sc thet it Jeaves s greoat deal of leewsy for Ainterprateticn?

Respondents The lew 1tself 45 cloar and we have teld the hoysoht lesdsre all
along that ve could not oparate in violetion of the lew. When we
first started nepctisting with tham they asked us for o 60-day
trisl psriod to see ir the first coms, firsteserved seating would
works +‘her sald that they were williny to sgree to a triel poariced
of that length and dron 4t if it would not work. We tcld them that
thoy wers nsking us to rhut cur syss to the law for 60 deyre end we

" eouldntt do that. #He have said from the begiining thet the bue
comnany can't advocate s chsnge in the lsw, Mt that we wouldn't
fight 1t,.% '

Interviewer: The lavw then is perfectly clesr and what ther sre asking for in the
way of sest srrangements is impossible under the pre<ent lew?

Respondents You sce the bug ceozpany is caught in the wdiddle. Fe don't want to
operete cur buscs with 1/3 of the sests vacant=-we are in bueine:ss
und the lecs vacunt seats we have, the hatter we Jike it, and thet
tneludes reserve sests, Dut we can't orcrete in viecletion of the

i law, Te have told them all slong thst our hends are tied by the
© glty commission and that the thing to do was te change the lawe ¥

Interviewers I e trring tc understand why the bopcotte If the lew is olear and
not sulfect te imterpretstion, what wes the bowectt for? If the
mein thin s sezting and the bus cowpsny wae not in s positicn te
chenge the seating, what could the heycett zecemplish?

Respendent "] assume that they originally thought thst the bus compeuy hed the
power to change the seating if it wantsd te, otherwise theyr would
have £iled their suit tc degin with., I think they begen te reslize
that the bus company’e hands wore tied ghout the third week of the
boyectt they began to sec that they weuld heve to approach it threugh
the law. “hat the boycott has done i teo divide the city into two
orposing campe and give impstus te the White Citizere Council, It
will be difficult to ehange the la¥ nox, bul 1t could have becn
worked ocut by amicable meens in the beginrming. Yeou naver can get
enything by force.®

Interviewer: I noticed in the pamper that the lesders are moeting tc conszider
whether they will continue the hoyeott.

Respondents #] ggw the story amd I wae plazsed te see that the "Higras®want to
re=~gpon nagotiaticns.®

Interviewer: I also want to ask you shout the leadership in the boycott. From vhat
you say ycu have been living in ¥ontgomery secme tims end you wculd be
familiar with psople whe de civie work and are well knowne. Are the
lesders in the hoycott men who have been sctive on things like the
United givere Bund and educational memrittses? Fouldl they be the



neople who usually represzent the Hegro commmity?

Responianis "] pever heard of King until this boycott. I have heen cn the
United Community Service and other community committces, but I
never heard of King.®

Interviewcrs ®hat about the cther top leederzhip?

Respondents "A11 I can say is thet I nover heard of them,®

Ur. Crenshaw had snother appointoment and ended the interview at this point.
tierere interrupted In the middle by a long distance eall frow Chlcage and he
asked me to wein in the cuter office while he enswered $t. I telked soms to
hic seoretary while waiting--she wanted te know if I wore s reporter and
commented that you would think they would ¥now what was golp, becsuse Mr,
Jranghaw represénted the bue company, but thet they didn't know any more than
the public. _he rommred, "Thie i& roe’ly a tervible situstion, It looks like
%11 she bldcks and a1l the whites in Montgemery are plotting against each cther.®



