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DATR: February 10, 1956 Intsrviewer: Anns Holden
TINE: 12:00 Koon Respondents Clyde C. Sellers
PLiCE: 1453 8. Porry
OCCUPs  Police Comissioner, Hontgomery City

Commission

Geperal Ststegents Commissionsr Sellers 15 & man of sbout 50, & native of
Tallepoosa County, Alsbams. Didn't inquire intc his backgroud, but hed learned
earlier from other scurces that he ettended suburn about two years, his father was
deupty sheriff (of Tallapoosa County) for a while, tut was so mesn to whites and
fegroes there that the votere refused to reelect hie father uptil he sigued a stete-
ment saying he would not pub Clyde back as a deplity; rerresented ¥ontgowery County
in the state legislsture; worked his way wp in the state police but wss kicked ocut
because of his conduct} runsa & termite company on the side. 8ellers was elected- ~
to the Commission lsst spring; defeated Dave Birminghsm., He madae the statement during
that recs that hs ®would not trade his Southern birthright for any number of Fegro
votesP-=a statersnt thet he now repeats on all ocaassions whon he gets befere & large
audience., Hade a drametic entry intc the Citizens Council in Januery of this year,
spoke at the ®HCC rally when Esstlend appearsd February 10the
Sellerse is wall-grocmed end well-dressed, wears expeneiva-laeking,

conservative suits,. Somewhere along the line he has acquired an outwsrd polish that
I did not expect, coneidering what I had heard of his background. There ie no doubt
in my mind thet he is exploiting the situation to his best edvantage, but at the
sgme tims, I think he is explciting in terms of something he believes in. He impress-
od me as & supreme egotist, enxious to get plenty of attention and basking in what
he getse.

‘Prosented myself se from Fisk, working on & study of Hentgomery,
interested in the bus situation. (Dén't think Fiek registered anything-~either he
d4én't recognize it or he d4idn't psy any attention to what I seid)

Interviewers I have been here several d.agrs now and have talked with a variety of
people. I have teen impressed with the tension in the community end
would like for you to comment on it, if yéu will.

Respendent: ®I think most of the tensions sre caused by rumors, Shites and Higrase
both blame overything that happes now on each other. Re sre doing
the best we can te keep the situation in hand, I would 1ike to show
you the memo thet I sent to the Pclice Chief--it will show yeu our
policy in the police department.*

(Hends me memo to Police Chief Ruppenthal dated Janusry 25, 1956, *Re Kegro
Boycott sitvation® Memo stresses the importance of taking stepe to mske
certain no incidents arise. 4ske Ruppenthel to stress that with &1l wen,

"%e are desirous of meintaining the best of peaceful relations with the Wegro
and we want to be particulsrly careful that enforcement 1s carried cut in a
fair, impsrtial msnner to all pecple, regardless of their ccoler or veliefs,")

"That is gust a restetewent of our reguler policy, but it is fmportant
to emphasize it now end I wanted you to see it.®

Interviewer: It hes been my impression that people have baen quite concerned ebeut
the boycott, rarticularly eince thebombings,

Respondent: %"This thing could have been settled long age, but for outside aggita~
tion. Honey and help are coming from people whe do not understand and
do not went to understsnd and it is keeping the thing going--adding
fuel to the flames. There there 18 some radicsl support from whites in
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the city vhe won't stop al anything. I mesn s few people like
dubrey Willfems--he went up tc Boston and made a spesch on this the
other dey.  That sort of thing 4s egtirring up more trouble,®

I have gotten the impresagon}that pacple are very smch afraid of
viclence at this polnt., %Yces it ssewm 1ike there will be viclence?
I know there have already besn the twe bembines, dut I mean viclence
on & larger scale.

"That's something nebody knowe., Ye are dokng our best to prevent it,
of course.® :

I understand there have alresdy been soma instances of rock end egg=
throwing and attacks on persen--snought to cauge concern.

ﬂ?l-‘ell,Ither have baen a few instances of juveniles throwing rocke amd
mude " hey are over-snthusiastic teen-agers on both sides who think they

- are helping., ¥e have settled those cases outside theoourts since they

are juvenile end kept it from getting 4n the pepers. I don't think itts
fairl to bring a boy into court for something like the? and have it go
dosn on his reserd. He might be applying for a job yesrs from now and
think that he didn't hsve & police record and then when they checked,
they weuld see thet he had an offense. He would heve an offenss on his
record, even though it was sometiing like this, and I don't think thet's
fair,®

Have there been othar instsnces of viclence thet haven't gotten te the
pepers?

Whites and Rigras are bleming everything thst beppens on esch other,

but there haven't deen meny csses, It's gotien sc that psople make
somothing out of the slightsst thing that heppens. If s wbhite person
buzps into & Wigra on the street, or vice verss, eech ons thinks the
cther one did it on purpose, People don't think snything sbou scmething
liekt that before the beycott. Lot me give you an exswple to show you
what I mean, Zhis 48 off the record. 4 few days age & five yesar ol4
Figra bey was run over by a hiteand-run driver and when the police got
there, there wss & Higra man who said he haed been standing on the corner
erd hed eeen it snd that s white man wss driving the car. When we in=
vestigated the cese, we got five more witne eses who ssid the driver
wae 2 Higra and it turned cut to be a Nigrs driver who had two Yigra
vomsn in the car, But the Higra who saw it blamed 41t on a whits person,
Thet works both weys, of cource. I had a case the other dsy of a white
ledy reporting that four Nigre men hsd breken into her house snd hit

her on the head. “he hsd a bad tlow on the beck of her hesd, end ehe
said that they were sitting down at the table when ghe heard & noiee in
the back of the house. “he said she theught it wss the people who came
to take her maid home end didn't think anything gbout 2t. The next
thing you know, she hesrd a lot more nolse snd went out and found four
Kigra men throwing bricks end rocks in the house. She seid thst ome of
them hit ber on the back of the head. That wss her story. ¥e gent Bomo
zmeh out to investigate and when they got to the house, they found &
trcken flower pot on the porch with the dir scattered sround it end &
broken window between the porch amd the inside of the housee. There were
ne sigre of bricks end rocks or & struggle inside and all the evidsnce
shicwed that the flower pot had been threwn from the inside cut. Ye
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held of her hutband znd he zgid that he hed hit her, Ho seid

he had cowe hems end found her in bed with the Colonsl (Maexwell
people?) end had hit her & few times and she a1l against e table(J)
You see how it 48?7 People are blauming sverything that heppens cn
the other race, and lots of things that haven't happsned,®

‘ 4ro you doing anything to check that? Is there anything you can do?

*%e are Lrying to rund down sll the rumors. Ve check &ll the ruecrs
that we hear." ' ‘

How do you £ind out about them end whet do you ée when you {ind cut
‘gomothing is 8 rumer~-vhem do you $all thet it Is just ¢ rumor?

“Poople call us every Lime they hesr somstblnge Opr phone rings
constentlys I dom't think there are eny rumors geoing sround thst we
don't heer about. We check them ripht ewey axd the we knor it is a
runcr end cen tell pecple that. The phens hes been ringing ever since
thing dhing sterted. ¥y phaone &b homs would be ringing all the time,
too, but I hed it listed under my businsss end I have closed it cut
eince I came on the comsiesion (/) end tho phone isn't listed under

ny newe in the bock (7). Host of the calls come to me down hers, and
thetle how I was sble to keep the thregts I got away frow my wifs.

I heve Leen gottin ghreatening calls since sbcut the second week in
Decosber, but 2y wife didn't know ahbout it until the night Xing's house
was tombed-=a cplled cams to the house and she answ:sred the phone. Then,
of ccurse, I had fo tell her thet I hed besu receliving threasts for
HACKS "

dave many pecple invelved in thie received thregts--the cther ccmmissicner
for sxawple? : '

¥Nall, of course they pick cm them, but loet of white people have beon
threatned vho haven't hsd anthing to 4o with it,*

¥hat do you mean?

tThey Just pick names out of the phone beok and threaten them. 4Lny
white person will de~-thay esll the parsca sight or ten times and say
tiay w11l kill hin at a certein hour. Then they call back and say
they lLeve decided tc do it gnother hous and they will esll hack sgain,

eod so on, ¥e ere vsed te that, hut it 4is very upsstiing for =zcst
pscpls. Thers are s number of white ledies who have een badly [righted

by calls.®
Sommone Just plcks oul & ouamier end cglls for nc resecn?

®That's right. It's & very upsetting experience foo soms of the women,
espucially, whe have recsived ozlls. The person will go over iheir
snatony, frem head to feol, and say what they will do to eact part of
their hodye Scwe of the ladies who have recsived calls sre sencitive,
refinyd pecple whe are badly disturbed by that gort of thing. They
use Lilthy languege, too, that they are not use Lo hearing.

.Bo'::,ydnf:hévetaay way of kanowinz whers these cslle ccme from?
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Réspogﬁent‘i "~ ¥e den't know who they are, but the come from Kigras.®

Interviewsr: I supposs it works both ways--there sre white psople threatoning
Kegroes, toos ' _ : A

Respondents *Thore might be s few white people threstening Rigras, bul most of
- ‘the threets Bigras report gre frcm their own pecples King and slec
Hixon have reperted thrests end asked for police protecticn thst we
were ‘glad to give them. BPul theose threats come from other Higras.
Bthers have bean threstened, tcc.

Interviewers Do _t-he' person oalling identify themselvea?
Respondents Hc, but they can tell they come from Xigres.” . |

I_ntcmémz ',It.-lia really'unhqlié\febls thst some would pick e -strabger-‘s nage out
I of phone book and threaten him like thate. - ' _

Respondents ~®It might be hard for you to believe, bubt you are young and ‘haven't

. - hed exporience with this kind of thing. I have been in law enforcemsnt
for:a number of yeers and I have found that the world is full of mean,
vicious pecple vho eeize & situstion like this and use it -to vent thelr
splesn. They teke an.opportunity like this to tske out their meanness
on other pecplo==it doesn't matter who. I don't sgree with Father

_ Flennagen's philoscphy that there are not bed boys. Some pecple might

.be. better if they hed -a better envircnemnt, but ycu when you have that
streak of meanmess, yocu c¢an't get rid of it.?

Interviewer: This thing has lasted over twe months, now, It’smpiéing it bhas
S lsated that long, considering how bad the weather has been.

Respondents - WNinsty per cent of the Rigras want to ride the buses, but they are
afratd. I wish yovu would stand at one of the .bus stops downtewn and
_watch to sos whet happons when a Rigre tries to get on a bus. Yeu see
Migra women et the stcps walting for buses. end when & bus comes up and

“they start to move towerd it, ore or two Nigrs men will come up and

. stand beside them and say something end they they w11l beck away from
‘the bus and vhen the bus has gone, the men:w 1l :go ocn.. If you sask

__them ebout 1%, they ssy that the mon wanted tc lmow that time it wes

“or how.-to get to a certain place. They are afraid to tell ycu, but
these men were threstening thew, telling them what would happern if they
got on the bus, That is how they heve keep thenm off the buses. They -
want to ride, tut they are afrsid of the “goon squada¥,

Interviewer: I suppese yeu have & record of cases whers perscns have boen harmed
for »iding the bus. How many perscn have been harwed so far?
Y _ _ o .
‘/\if'\ﬂeapendents - "Hall, there was a cz89 a couple of wecks agace. You may heve seen 1t
/ ' - ‘ronorted in the newspaper. 4 man was tried and convicted of assaulting
& : ‘ & Nigrs woman beceuse she rode the bus.¥ ' : .

Interviewer: Ieé, I ¢id see that. I believe he said that he hed gone tc her house to
~ buy whiskeys ‘ : ’

Respondents: "That'e ‘the case, Of course he wouldn't admit ths reaeom, he ccoked up
' that etory sbout buying whiskey. 4t the time-it hsppensd we had five
Bigre witpesses who wore willing tc testify he had beat her for riding
the bus., “hen the trial cum up, three left town and the other two refusec
. to testify. Hot that will show you what we ere up ageinst--thsy were
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 oThis beyeott hes done dsmaga then can never 'ba repaired.
" dome mere harm to the Higre ceuse than anything else., It will teke
- twenty=five Jrears to build up the good feeling thst it hase torn down.

" elee.
~  for overything they wanted and they got it.

afraié to testify. But nobedy belioved that stery ebout the
whickey=~che wouldn't be mixed up in enything like that, she
45 not that kinmd.¥.

I suppose the family she worked for was ablto to kelp ber in
(ﬁeard this was the Hayorls mid, trying

(getting snapioicus)-«what do you mean? .

X wes -thinking'that 4f che torked for a famﬂy that were known

to be decent and law-abiding, their word as toe whether she would

.;_-_bs in an $llegal businesa would hold aome weight.

(velaxing) "ell, sbe works for & good familyg a11 right. Sho
“works for the Hgyor!s mothor~in-law.

(Hotet  The Hayor ives with

his mother-in-law)

¥hat aebout
other cases? How nany others have there bean?

ﬂﬁen, thet is the only actual csse so fer. You 886, tbey ere

afrald to report them and It's impossible to £ind out abeut them,

I have never run into such & bleok wall es fer as investigsting and
reporting cases are concerned. They won't tell us anything and we
can't track csses down if they won't give uve any infcermation to

They are so afrai&, they won't tell us enything at all,

I Gen sse where a situation ke that would preuaxxb quite & prchler:..
It has

You know, the Yigrees in Hontgemery were treeted better then any plzce
They got everything from the whites=-they went to the whites
“Teu should see the echcols
axd the clurches tha the white people here. built for them, They are
ati1l giving them momey for things, but’ they gro giving it reluctantly

' now, thaey don't want to do it anymore. They keep on because they

feol sorry for them, They know that most of the Figras here don't
really want this thing and that they are suffering. The lesdership--
the onee uho started it--are not tus riders, They are riding erocund

 and it {en't hard on them like 4t 45 cn the rest of them."
 That is $t that they vant--the cnes vho ara keaping it going?
 %Everybody agrees that it 18 part of & plen to get rid of segregat‘ono

.. King hse sald so himself,
“until they got their full rights,

‘He z8id in the paper thet he wouldn't stop
The buses ere just the first step."

I guess at t.his point, evorybcdy is wondm'ing how 1t cen ba setiled.

"Ee have laws requiring segregstion on the bus;s&; ant 1f they want to
ride the buses they will have to obey the lau. They can walk until
they are resdy to cbey the law." :
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terviewer: I ssw the Commission's stand of tw: seeks apo tha thers would tbe
no more negotiations with the hoycott lasders, “as there been any
change in pclicy einee then?

Rospondent: "The Gommission will do no mers negotiating. Vhey can get beck on
the tuses enytime they want to."

Interviewers %I thought maybe there might he scme change sinoe the bombings--that
seoms Lo nske & setilement more pressing.”

Reospendents "Tou don't even knor who you cen deel with., lLet me tell you about
this., %This will shewr you how they de. The Xayor called a meeting
a few weoke age with three Xigre preacher who represented fourteen
churches, They agreed tc ge back to the buses and we thought it wae

. settled, Then when Xing cam beck in town 2nd found cut about it, they

were threateped with physical viclence. One issuad g statement that
he bad :een fooled and didn't know he was making en sgraement, The
other two didn't withdraw, but they were threstned, too, and ell of
them asked for police protection te keep thelr cwn people fyrem harming
them. ¥hen they act like that, you don't know who you can believe
or whe you cen deal with, This Fing hes met himself up shove every-
bogy else like & God. He wouldnm 't let the agyeement go throughe Ee
thinke he's way ebove everybedy else. He won t see anybody exocept by
eppointment snd he has press conferences and appesrs on TV shcws. Fe
thirks he's the Presidesnt or somsthing. Well, the Commisaion is through
with thagt end the only way tc settle it now is for then to coms tack
to the buses.®

Interviever:t This whele thing puts the bus >cc'§:.§)any in a bad position, doesn't 4t?

Respondent: "They ocan't break the law, They have to coperste under cur staste laws.
Of couree, on cf the thing the FHigras vanted was ocurtesy. Yo: know
yourself thet peopls return the court-sy you extend., If you are polite,
and treat people with respoct, they will be polite te ycu in return.

If you sct meen, they wen't be nice to you. They won't gat ccurtesy
from other pscple until they are rsady to mend their own wqys end theat
other pacple with courtsgy.

Interviéwer: (Saners had ancther appointement 'axid excured himeelf at this point,)



